ioo   THE MAGICAL CONTROL OF THE WEATHER CHAP, n
regulating the wind and the weather. When they saw a rain-
cloud about to burst they whistled in the air and waved their
hands in order to drive it away in another direction. In
order to make the sea calm and lay a storm they chewed
cassava root and spat it into the air and into the sea for the
purpose of pacifying a certain spirit named Zemeen, who,
they imagined was perhaps angry because he was hungry. If
there was not a favourable wind an old man would strike the
stern of the canoe with an arrow, after which the canoe would
shoot ahead like an arrow.1
In Europe the custom of whistling to raise the wind is very
common. Many examples of it are cited by Mr. R. Lasch in
a learned article.2
1 De   la    Borde,    " Relation   de        * R. Lasch, " Das Pfeifen und seine
1'urigme   .   .   .   des    Caraibes,"   ia     Beziehung zu Damonenglauben und
Receuil  de   divers   voyages faits en     Zauberei," in Archiv fiir Religions-
Afrique   et   en   VAmerique   (Paris,     wissenschaft^ vol. 18 (1915)* pp.
1684), p. 29.                                            sqq.